
Co-Cathedral of St. Thomas More 

Meeting of the Pastoral Council  
      March 30, 2022 

Present:  Father John Cayer, Christa Calamas, Renee Reams, Jeanne O’Kon, Michele Taylor, Dasha 

Nixon, Chaney Coggins, Sue Steverson, Chaney Coggins, Mary Ballard, James Smith, Eli Nortelus, 

Elizabeth Peters.  Absent:  Brother Rahl Bunsa, Silvia Alderman, Sue Ebbers, Cristina Paredes.  

Father John opened the meeting with the prayer. 

The minutes from the February 16, 2022 meeting were approved with one correction. 

CSU Update: Elizabeth Peters was introduced as the new CSU Pastoral Council representative.  She 

introduced herself and that she is a Speech Pathology major.  About 120 students typically attend Spirit 

Night every week.  They have had some excellent guest speakers. The Men’s Group and the Women’s 

Group are both very active.  They completed service out of state during spring break. The Phone-A-

Thon is going on right now.  CSU will serve the Lenten Light Meal this Friday.  They serve lunch to the 

homeless every week.  The CSU Banquet will be held on April 22.  Elizabeth is organizing an Easter 

Talent Show in April at Casa Calderon.  Council members introduced themselves to Elizabeth.   

Renew and Rejoice and Pew Campaign Update:  Father John presented architectural plans and 

diagrams of the new pew project.  The new pews will beautify the church.  They will be spaced further 

apart than the old pews and they will be up to code.  There will be an example for people to see, and 

pew memorials will be encouraged.  The pew memorial donations will be available July 4-22 and will 

serve as a fundraiser.  The floor will also be resurfaced.  The total cost of the new pews will be $315,000 

and the removal of the old pews will cost about $85,000.  There will be 69 pews altogether.  

Parishioners are being notified by letter of their campaign pledge amount and the amount paid so far. 

STM Activities Update:  Renee Reams reported that the Pastoral Council served the second Lenten 

Light Meal.  Soup and grilled cheese sandwiches were served.  Parishioners made donations and the cost 

of the food was recovered.  She contacted the other ministries that are responsible for the Friday meals.  

Father John thanked Renee for her work with the Bereavement Ministry. Jeanne is willing to order 

aprons for the Bereavement Ministry like the ones that Good Shepherd has in their ministry.  

Sue Steverson reported that the CCW president Julie Coffey had a knee replacement and she will be 

absent from meetings for a while.  There will be a CCW Conference in Tallahassee, and Deacon Mike 

Nixon, Mrs. Jean Nixon,  Father Tim Holeda and Father Michael Nixon will serve as speakers.  Some 

scholarships are available for those in financial need. The theme is “Exercising Your Faith.”  There is a 

registration form online at:  PTDCCW.org 

Father John commented that someone is needed to coordinate the Nursery and recruit volunteers.  The 

Vatican Relic Display has been cancelled. The Golf Cart assistance program will start again. Also, the 

Coffee-and-Donuts will start up again following the 10:00 Mass after Easter.  All of these activities 

bring community together.  A Penance service will be held at 7:00 p.m. on March 31.  



Dasha reported that the air conditioning system will be replaced soon, and it will be paid for with 

parking income. It is the original system and runs at only 50% capacity, and the work will be completed 

by Holy Week.   

Catholic Schools Week:  SJPII Catholic High School held an outdoor Mass on the grass.  Father Tom 

will now be the permanent chaplain.  There is a Merit Scholarship program at the school, and the student 

receiving the scholarship gets $2500.00 as long as grades are maintained.  There are also Need-Based 

scholarships.  Their next upcoming play is “Little Shop of Horrors.”  

Trinity Catholic is performing “Lion King Jr.” at Godby High School auditorium.  The Father Murray 

Scholarship will be awarded this spring.  Dawn Adolfson agreed to organize the student essays and other 

forms again this year.  The total amount of the awards is $800.00 and it is included in the budget. 

Rector’s Comments:  Pope Francis held the Consecration of Russia and Ukraine to the Immaculate 

Heart of Mary on March 25 at St, Peter’s Basilica.  It began with the rosary and moved into the 

Consecration.  Father John also referred to the document called the “Seven Essentials of Parish Life.” 

Parish Life is the big net that includes everyone.  Community draws parishioners together and results 

when members become involved with one another.  It is an ongoing process.  Parishioners are bound 

together by their faith. Inclusivity reflects the communal character of the church. Father John asked 

Council members to consider, “How am I contributing?”   

Mary Ballard commented on the number of new families that are joining the parish.  It would be helpful 

if they could connect with a mentoring family in the parish, and also occasionally have a fun family 

activity.   

Jeanne inquired about the Pastoral Council election, traditionally held in May.  Father John will hold an 

ad hoc meeting with Christa and Jeanne as the initial step. 

Next Meeting: The next meeting will be on April 20. The last meeting of the year will be on May 18.  

Father John closed the meeting with the Prayer of St. Francis. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:24 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jeanne O’Kon 

 

 

 

 


